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FOR THE CIRCULAR. 
Restoration of the Earth. 


It seems to be a well-established law, that 
the more refined elements should control and 
give shape and character to the grosser.— 
This law governs in physical as well as spiritu- 
al things. The solid parts of the earth are al- 
most wholly inactive, and play a comparatively 
small part in the machinery of nature. Water, 
in proportion as it is more refined than earthy 
matter, fills a more important office. It is on- 
ly through the active agency of water that 
rocks and soils ean serve the purposes of vege- 
table and animal life. Weak and yielding as 
it appears, it still gives shape and character in 
a great measure, to the solid parts of the 
earth. Air and the various gases are more 
rare and refined than water, and they play a 
still more important part in the economy of na- 
ture. They constitute the elements of water, 
and a great portion of the solid earth, and ar. 
indispensable to the various functions of ani- 
mal and vegetable life. Proceeding a step 
higher, we find a still more refined and influ- 
ential class of agents, comprising heat, light, 
electricity, and magnetism. These in their 
nature approach the nearest to spirit, and we 
may conceive of them as constituting the con- 
necting link between the material and spiritual 
worlds. 

God is a spirit, and the most refined of all 
spirits ; hence the most powerful and all-per- 
vading. It is by virtue of these attributes 
that he is king of the universe : it is by this law 
of the more refined governing the grosser, that 
he controls creation. The influence of his spi- 
rit at the center of the universe, is transmitted 
from gradation to gradation of agents—from 
the more to the less refined, until it reaches 
opaque matter. 

The spirit of man is one link in the chain 
which connects God and creation. The devil, 
by getting access to man, infused his spirit into 
the whole world below him. The result was 
the curse upon the earth. Thorns, thistles and 
weeds, which oceasion so much toil and sweat, 
are but the manifestations of that evil influence 
which disobedience let into creation. The con- 
nection between God and the earth was impair- 
ed and a non-conducting spirit intervened, and 
henee results all the physical as well as moral 
evil to which man is subject. 

This theory of the fall plainly points the way 
back to Paradise. ‘As by one man’s disobe- 
dience many were made sinners,’ and, we may 
add, the earth was cursed; so by the obedi- 
ence of one, shall many be made righteous, and 
the curse shall be removed. It is reasonable 
to suppese that when the broken link is resto- 
red—when the free gift which has come upon 
all men unto justification of life, is universally 
appreciated, a universal influence will emanate 
from the union, counteracting evil, and nour- 
ishing to good. 

The process of growth, and of the maturing 
of fruit in vegetation, is an execedingly delicate 
love-operation. It is reasonable to conclude 
that this process wouid go on more easily and 
successfully, when waited on by those who are 
in a peaceful and growing state, and filled with 





the magnetism of heaven. The true way to 
get rid of the curse is to work from the center 
outward—to prepare ourselves for Paradise 
before we demand that a Paradise shall be pre- 
pared for us. Fourier spends much speculation 
and labor of mind, in trying to show how the 
physical world is to be improved, and made a 
more fit habitation for mankind. This is be- 
ginning at the wrong end. ‘Seek first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you.”” When 
man becomes qualified, as Adam was, to have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, then “ instead of the thorn 
shall spring up the fir tree, instead of the briar 
shall come up the myrtle tree,’’—the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom as the rose. Then man 
will have a garden to live in, beautiful as Eden 
—and there will be no mure curse. iH. J. 8. 
Wallingford, Sept. 1, 1852. 





Talk to Children. 

T is learning to swim, and I advise him 
not to wish for sport till he is a good swimmer. 
First learn to swim, and then there are a thou- 
sand ways that he may increase his pleasure in 
the water. G knows how to swim, but 
there is still a good deal for him to learn, be- 
fore he can have all the sport in the exercise 
possible. So, in all things, do not wish for 
sport before you have learned to swim. Take 
the enjoyments that come along, but set your 
hearts on improvement, not on sport. Exercise 
your faculties ; learn this thing and that ; learn 
the truth about every thing. Thus you sow 
seed that will spring up in years to come.— 
Every improvement you make, is the seed of 
future enjoyment. Every thing you learn to 
do, enlarges your sphere of liberty and lays a 
foundation for true sport. This is good advice 
to the old, as well as to the young. The young 
allow momentary pleasure to seize their atten- 
tion ; the old are occupied with labor and so- 
ber employment. The two should meet in the 
spirit of improvement. There is resurrection 
power in the spirit of improvement, and it 
makes labor sport, and sport labor. That is 
what is wanted, the amalgamation of our em- 
ployments—the work of the old with the play 
of the young. 

One thing very important for the young to 
guard against, is, the temptation to display, the 
hankering to attract attention. You will have 
admiration in the long run by becoming truly 
good and acceptable to God and man ; but you 
must not seek it directly. Seek it through im- 
provement. Do not try to get it by violence. 
It will not come in that way. You must earn 
it. The only way to earn it fairly is to become 
sincerely beautiful: Turn your whole atten- 
tion to seeking improvement, and let others 
praise you without your taking any pains about 
it. The temptation to display is childish.— 
You will outgrow it after a while. 

In exhorting you to set improvement before 
sport, I do not expect much from mere purpose 
or resolution. But I know by looking at the 
truth from time to time, and keeping your 
thoughts on it, you will come into a state where 
you will not have any appetite for sport, unless 
you feel that you are improving. Do you not 
feel in your consciousness, that the best sport 
you ever had was in finding out some new abil- 
ity? If T. finds he makes improvement in 
swimming, it pleases him more than ever so 
much sport. Why not make up your minds 
to have this kind of sport—the sport of learn- 
ing—all the time. 

If you start with the idea of improvement, 
you will find that you can obtain it in every- 
thing that comes to hand. Mr. Thacker, the 
Oneida gardener, says he has found out that 











he knows but very little about gardening. 
I like to hear such confessions. The wiser 
a man is, the more he will feel there is for 
him to learn—the more modest he will be 
in appreciating his present attainments. 

Remember, in all things there is water 
enough, and all that is wanted to put you in 
possession of a great amount of sport, is to 
learn to swim. All that we anticipate of en- 
joyment in anything will be more than realiz- 
ed, but we must learn to swim first. Don’t be 
discouraged if you get choked a few times.— 
There is no condemnation to one who has the 
spirit of improvement; you cannot get that 
spirit under water ; you cannot feel any serious 
depression in that spirit. It says ‘though I 
fall seven times, yet I shall rise again. If I 
have not done well so far, there is that in me 
that will, some time. Here I have failed, but 
I shall do better next time. Up and at it— 
who cares ?>—Home- Talk. 





The Two Kinds ot Fear. 

There is much said in the Bible respecting 
fear. We are there told what we should fear, 
and what we should not fear. The Psalmist 
says, ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom.’ We are expressly commanded to 
fear God, but are frequently forewarned against 
any other fear. Isaiah is full of expressions 
of comfort and kindness, and exhortations not 
to fear. He addresses the church in language 
like this: ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed 
thee ; I have called thee by thy name : thou art 
mine. Fear not, for I am with you.’ And 
again, ‘Fear ye not, neither be afraid.’ It is 
evident that the Old Testament saints knew no 
fear, but the fear of offending God. When 
God told Abraham to offer his son for a burnt 
sacrifice, he hasted to obey, not fearing the 
consequences. Daniel feared not to disobey 
the king’s commands, although he knew that 
by so doing, he should be cast into the den of 
lions. He trusted in God, without fear, having 
full confidence that his God was able to deliver 
him. The three Hebrew children feared to 
sin against God, by obeying the king’s com- 
mands; yet they feared not the fiery furnace, 
although it was heated seven times hotter than it 
was wont to be heated; for they knew that 
their God whom they served, was also able to 
deliver them. 

In Christ’s mission on earth, he frequently 
exhorts his followers not to fear—especially 
not to fear those that can only kill the body; 
but rather to ‘fear Him who is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. Yea, I say unto 
you, fear Him.’ He expressly warns them 
against the fear of coming to want, and tells 
them that God feeds the fowls of the air, and 
clothes the grass of the field ; and ‘shall he 
not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith ?? 
After reproving them for their lack of faith, he 
says, ‘ Seek first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be ad- 
ded unto you; and adds, ‘Fear not, little flock, 
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom.’ When about to leave his disci- 
ples, and ascend to the Father, he addresses 
them with great kindness and affection, tel- 
ling them that he will send the Comforter, 
even the Spiritof truth, to abide with them 
forever. ‘Peace,’ he said, ‘I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you: let not your heart 
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.’ 

In all our trials and persecutions, we have 
the same Comforter, whispering in angel tones, 
words of peace and consolation in our ears— 
saying, ‘Fear not, for I am with thee.’ How 
beautiful the thought that love is the element 
in which we are to be delivered from all fear. 
‘There is no fearinlove.’ ‘ Perfect love cast- 
eth out fear.’ P. WN, 

Oneida, August, 1852. 


True Reasoning. 

One of the strongest propensities of the 
human mind is that which it has to reason on 
every subject that comes within its notice—to 
attempt to dive below the surface, and reack 
the principles which are at the foundation of 
things. This has led men, in all ages of the 
world, to the investigation of the laws of na- 
ture, to the study of Astronomy, Geology, Nat- 
ural Philosophy, and the various Sciences ; 
and in accounting, by the ‘ natural laws,’ for 
the phenomena of the outward world, they 
have succeeded very well. 

But there is a class of deeper principles, 
governing the universe, which men never have 
found out, and never could, by the exercise of 
their own unassisted reason, ‘For what man 
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of 
man which isin him? Even so the things of 
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.’ 
The laws of the spiritual world, our only means 
of acquaintance with which are the Bible, and 
the teachings of the Spirit, are the real found- 
ation of what are called the natural laws: in 
other words, the spiritual laws are the highest 
order of natural laws. And here we see the 
foolishness of trusting in our mere natural rea- 
son, since all the deepest things of truth are 
hidden from our view. But God has given his 
Son, ‘in whom are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom, and knowledge,’ to bring us into unity 
with him, into a state where we can be filled 
with his wisdom, receive his inspiration in all 
our reasoning efforts, and be illuminated by his 
all-wise Spirit. E. H. D. 





From the New York Evangelist. 
Paul at Sea. 

There was a great versatility of character 
about that same Paul. By turns he was cap- 
tain of the Lord’s people, sending out others to 
the work of conquering for Christ, and then 
being sent himself by the church as a soldier of 
the cross, to achieve the noblest spiritual victo- 
ries. Now he is a Christian philosopher, rea- 
soning on the sublimest of all themes with the 
most learned men of his day, and next a tent- 
maker sweating at his trade for his daily bread. 
To-day,a lion, to brave the fierceness and fury 
of a Jewish or a Gentile mob, to-morrow a lamb 
in meekness and gentleness, sitting down among 
the offscouring of the earth, to teach them the 
way to the purity and glory of heaven. 

But Paul at sea! What can he do there ? 
He is as handy on ship-board as Jack himself. 
‘¢ He knows the ropes.”? His enemies sent him 
a prisoner to Rome. Hence Paul was afloat. 
Some men lose their consciences off soundings ; 
but Paul kept his. Some are cloudy and gloo- 
my, and lose their temper amid the sorrow of 
the sea; but Paul had so comfortable a con- 
science, and kept on such happy terms with the 
great God of the winds and the waves, that he 
made a capital sea-faring man. 

It was his lot to get a touch of a tempest on 
this voyage to Rome. The storms of angry 
passions had beat often upon him upon the 
shore, but now was he driven up and down up- 
on the raging sea for fourteen days, and 
“all hope was taken away that they should be 
saved.” 

Paul had an heart of joyful confidence in 


God, and ‘he made the notes of his cheerful 
voice ring fore and aft amid the shrieking of 
the winds and the roar of the tempest. He 
comforted the feeble-minded, cheered the de- 
sponding, and made all on board feel it was 
worth the while to have such company on the 
sea. And he not only used his tongue, but 
bore an hand personally in whatever exigency 
called for it. He was not a gentleman-passen- 
ger, tucked up ina nice berth in the cabin, out 
of harm’s way ; but he was up to any labor to 
keep all right. ‘We had much work to come 
by the boat.” Surely he was wide awake as 





an helper. 
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And when the selfish sailors were disposed to 
secure their own safety by getting off with the 
boat, leaving the rest to their fate, then again 
rang that stirring voice of admonition, “ Except 
these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” 
His counsels and his co-operating labors and 
prayers contributed to the safe escape from the 
wreck, of two hundred threescore and sixt-en 
souls. From all this we see,— 

1. That ship-owners had better get apostles 
to go in their ships, or in default of them, get 
such as are most like them. 

2. True religion fits a man for any station, 
and makes one useful in it. You could not 
put such a man as Paul into any place in the 
creation, but you should see him adapting him- 
self for that station—taking hold of things just 
as they are, and turning every thing to the 
best account. ; 

3. Seafaring people can see what is a capital 
article to take with them in all their voyages, 
viz. a cheerful piety. It won’t do to leave that 
at home, if the trip be only a voyage down the 
harbor—much less if it be to the Pacific or 


Arctic Sea. 
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Christ, Arisen from the Dead. 


The faith of Christ is resurrection faith. In fact, 
faith considered as a whole, has always been matched 
against death, and has triumphed in resurrection. 
This was the tone and standard of Abraham’s faith. 
It is said, he believed in God who! guickeneth the 
dead ; and again, that he offered up his only begot- 
ten son, ‘ accounting that God was able to raise him 
up even from the dead, from whence also he receiv- 
ed him in a figure.’ Thus, at the very commence- 
ment of faith history in the world, God stamped its 
character as the antagonist and conqueror of death. 

In Christ, this faith reached its fullgnaturity. In the 
days of his flesh, it is said, ‘ he offered up prayers and 
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death; and was 
heard in that he feared.’ The resurrection of Christ 
exhibited the palpable victorious resu/és of faith.— 
The battle with death was fought before the universe, 
and faith was declared the victor. ‘ Having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a show of them 
openly, triumphing over them in it.’ 

The faith thus developed by the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead, is now freely offered, with all 
its victories, to the world. As Christ is King by the 
resurrection, so the faith which he gives, and which 
constitutes our union with him, is resurrection faith. 
It has been through death, and destroyed it. This 
tone of faith is sounded forth from the whole resur- 
rection church, and will surely penetrate even the 
silence of Hades, and awaken all its sleepers. 
Do not forget that the faith of Christ is a resurrec- 
tion power. G. 





The Daily Paper. 


A Daily Paper, such as we contemplate, will offer 
many advantages in the way of education, entertain- 
ment, &c., but it will be chiefly beautiful as an in- 
strument of unity. In the words of the Platform 
published in the last Cireu/ar, it will serve asa 
‘ gathering-point for all the separate Associations.’ 
Its effect will be to keep them present with each oth- 
er, all the time, Daily communication will tend to 
produce an equilibrium of life, and light, and love ; 
and transfuse all there is good in every part of the 
church, through the whole. It will give the mem- 
bers an opportunity to ‘ speak often one to another,’ 
to ‘exhort one another daily, and to ‘agree’ as 
touching what they shall ask of heaven. There is 
a transfurming power in any continuous, protrac- 
ted influence ; and a daily paper must make over in- 
to one likeness those who read it in love—bringing 
them naturally into one mind and one heart. It will 
keep them tlinking the same thoughts, and their 
experience must come to be more and more simulta- 
neous. Imagine the paper a spindle, twisting the 
interests of all believers into one thread. 

Then assuming that it is the organ of the Primi- 
tive church, it will be a glorious medium of fellow- 
ship with them. Assuming that they are earnestly 
engaged in its success, we shall have the benefits of 
2 sympathetic object of interest; and we shall be 
able to touch them as their partners in a unitary 
enterprise, when we might failin approaching them 
as individuals, , H. 





The Two Systems of Education. 


It is a peculiar feature of Christ’s method of in- 
struction, that it graduates our acquirement of 
knowledge by our capabilities of digestion, thus 
making the matter of education a healthy and at- 
tractive affair. To do this, he begins by educa- 
ting the heart and passions. Accounting the uearr 
as the laboratory where are generated the spiritu- 
al juices necessary to the digestion of knowledge, 


ment and spring of the affections in human nature, 
first—purifying it, and nourishing into healthy de- 
velopment its various functions; and checking, 
cramping, and crucifying all uncircumcised, pruri- 
ent hankerings after knowledge that do not favor 
this end. Under his culture the heart becomes the 
motive force in the pursuit of knowledge, and is in- 
spired with no less ambition than to subdue and ob- 
tain the dominion of the whole earth; It is made 
wise to choose the good and refuse the evil, and is 
thus capable of guiding the intellect into all truth, 
and becoming the balance of our whole complex na- 
ture. 

Worldly systems of education, on the other hand, 
pursue a policy the reverse of the one we havé in- 
dicated. Neglecting the cultivation of our spiritual 
nature, and exalting the intellect into the place of 
the heart, they start us off in the pursuit of knowl- 
edge under serious difficulties. Without the foster- 
ing care and sympathy of its natural guide, the 
intellect is stimulated into unnatural activity, and 
thus urged on to the vain attempt of sounding the 
depths of knowledge. The result is—the life, and 
heart, and not unfrequently the common sense of the 
victims of this system, are overlaid with and swamp- 
ed in a mass of superficial wisdom, which lies, undi- 
gested, like the night-mare on their spiritual stom- 
achs, virtually disqualifying them for the real duties 
of practical life. 

Such, in a few words, are the different general 
effeets of the two systems we are noticing. The one 
‘ edifies,’ and educates our whole nature in truthful 
proportions. The other ‘ puffeth up,’ nourishes ego- 
tism, and tends to insanjty. As we love knowledge, 
we should be jealous for it that it is sought right end 
foremost, and not overvalued when obtained. ‘The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,’ and 
always will be: the fullness of life there is in Christ, 
should be the end of it: and becoming pupils in his 
school is our only hove of a rational development 
of our latent faculties. ‘‘ Every one who is instruc- 
ted unto the kingdom of heaven, is like unto a man 
that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of 


his treasure things new and old.” 6. Rs Tee 





Gardening and Fruit-Growing. 

** As society becomes vital and refined, drawing 
its best nourishment from love, the grosser kinds 
of food, and especially animal food, will go out of 
use. The fruits of trees will become the staple eat- 
ables. Gen. 2:16. The largest part of the labor 
of the world is now spent on the growth of annual 
plants and animals. Cattle occupy more of the soil 
at present than men. The cultivation of trees will 
be better sport than plowing, hoeing corn, digging 
potatoes, and waiting on cows and pigs.” 

This theory was broached by J. H. N. several 
years ago, and may have been thought a Utopian 
speculation. But the Association, without much ref- 
erence to theory, have naturally slid out of farming 
into Horticulture, as a means of subsistence. They 
have found it impossible to keep up thrifty habits as 
farmers, and give much attention to education and 
the harmonies of associate life—so the business has 
gone out of favor. But there does not seem to be 
the same objection to Horticulture. The domestic 
affections, taste for study, and ideality, are all con- 
genial with this occupation. Gardeners are about 
home—in and out. What they do is making home 
attractive. Gardens and orchards are the chosen 
scenes for social festivity. Women and children can 
mingle in the work. There is great chance for ag- 
gregation in the industry of Horticulture. Picking 
fruits and berries is more attractive than garnering 
field crops. The fruit of trees was the original food 
of man, and there seems something groveling in the 
present way of subsistence, by cultivating herbs and 
roots. It implies small-heartedness. The Indian 
will not plant at all,because he has no patience to wait 
for his harvest. ‘The civilized man has made some 
advance-—he is contented with a yearly harvest; but 
the cultivation of fruit trees does not promise quick 
enough return. He must have a godlike patience to 
plant a nut and wait for its fruit-bearing time. The 
death-system has not been very encouraging to this 
kind of patience, but it will grow with our hope of 
immortality. 

The products of the garden and orchard do not need 
so much preparation to make them eatable, as herbs 
of the field do. The grains, after laborious storing, 
have to go through sundry mills, and are handled 
over twenty times before they come out of the oven, 
ready for the table. But ripe fruit is often ready 
cooked and seasoned, and makes a prettier show than 
the finest frosted cake. 

Then there is every prospect that poetry and prof- 
it will go together in this business of horticulture. 
Modern science is finding out that there is more 
gained by increasing the productiveness of a little 
land, than by adding farm to farm. The principle 
of ‘quality and not quantity’ is doubtless the true 
one in this case as in all others; and God has encour- 
aged it at Oneida with his special blessing. H. 





J&3- Mr. Joun E. Howanp of Perinton, N. Y., in 
addition to numerous acts of liberality and kindness 
toward the canse and the press, has lately presented 
the Oneida Association with a valuable Market- 
wagon, worth, we understand $70. Truly it wa- 
ters the very soul to record such deeds of unity and 





his policy is to get possession of this seat of govern- 


love. 





= We have to mention the death, on Tuesday 
last, of Mary A. Oxps, wife of Cuaries Ovps, and a 
member of the Oneida Association. Mrs. Olds was 
from Belchertown; Mass., and sister to Cuarces P. 
Ketioge, whose death by consumption was noticed 
in the Spiritual Magazine several years ago. 
There was a very strong bond of sympathy between 
the brother and sister, which may have predisposed 
Mrs. 0. to the same disease, consumption, under 
which she fell. 

Well, there is comfort in knowing that Hades is 
not bottomless, and that those of us who fall do not 
pass beyond the reach and tender care of Christ. 

These late attacks of consumption show us the 
character of the enemy that is to be met; and in- 
stead of being daunted, the Community feel nerved 
with new unanimity and courage to press forward to 
the sure victory over death in all its forms and fears. 

G. 





The Whole Armor of God. 
Epuestans 6: 10—19. 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the ru- 
lers of the darkness of this world, against spir- 
itual wickedness in high places. Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armor of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. Stand there- 
fore, having your loins 

GIRT ABOUT WITH TRUTH. 

[Tke Confession of Christ and an understanding 
of the doctrines of the gospel. A clear perception 
of the principles of the kingdom of God, as opposed 
to the darkness of the world, and the reign of sin 
and death. ] 

And having on 

THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

[Not legal righteousness, but the righteousness of 
faith. Such a putting on of Christ in the outward 
life, as shall protect the conscience. The breast is 
the seat of the most important organs of life, and 
of the most terrible diseases, particularly consump- 
tion. Itis the seat of the conscience, and these 
chest diseases are particularly connected with poi- 
sonous attacks upon the conscience. This part, 
both spiritually and physically, can be protected 
with a ‘ breastplate’. (Greek, thoraka.) It is inter- 
esting and encouraging to know that the central re- 
gion of the body—-the region of the breast, where 
Satan aims his most deadly attacks, is also the spe- 
cial seat of Christ’s vitality and power. There is 
the spiritual center where we touch Christ, and re- 
ceive inspiration. If it is susceptible to the most 
distressing weakness and pain, under the fiery 
breath of the accuser, it is also the entrance-place 
of resurrection, where we may breathe the balm of 
heaven. It is the seat of /ove, as well as fear; and 
on the whole, believers in Christ have good ground 
for defying consumption. With a ‘ breastplate of 
righteousness’ without, and an almighty Christ with- 
in, breathing love and justification into the con- 
scieuce, no pulmonary demon can hold his place in 
the body.] 

And your feet shod with the 

PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE. 

[Readiness to move as minute men, under the di- 
rection of the spirit. Loosened from all the habits 
and fixtures of worldliness, ‘ for the fashion of this 
world passeth away.’ 

Above all, taking 

THE SHIELD OF FAITH, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. 

[This is expressed by confidence in the sovereignty 
of Christ, and our union with him. ‘* Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or na- 
kedness, or peril, or sword? * * * Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors, through 
him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that nei- 
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 8: 85-89.] 

And take the HELMET oF SALVATION, and the 
SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, Which is the word of God, 
[uttered through the believer,] praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance 
and supplication for all saints; and for [ The 
Circular] that utterance may be given [it] to 
boldly make known the mystery of the gospel. 

G. 





Christ’s Firmness of Purpose. 

At several different times when the Jews 
would have killed Christ, he voluntarily made 
his escape. Perhaps he had the pawer of be- 
coming invisible, as‘in two instances it is said, 
that he ‘ passed through the midst of them and 
went his way.’ However that was, he repeat- 





edly took measures to save his life, and it is 
evident through all his course, that though it 
was his purpose to die, he did not mean to die 
before he had finished his work. 

He kept away from Jerusalem for some time 
on account of the evil designs of the Jews.— 
He went to Bethany on the death of Lazarus ; 
but after that, the spirit of murder was so deter- 
mined, that he walked no more openly among 
the Jews, but went into a city near the wilder. 
ness, and continued there with his disciples, 
When, at length, he went up to Jerusalem at 
the time of the Passover, it was because he 
knew that his hour had come, and ‘ the things 
concerning him had an end.’ He had done 
what ke was sent to do, and was ready to 
to return whence he came. Only one thing 
was lacking to perfect his obedience, and that 
was to be accomplished at Jerusalem. His 
personal work upon his disciples was finished. 
They had been made clean through his word, 
and were ready for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
So he went up now expressly todie. And yet 
there was one more trial of his purpose to suf- 
fer all that was appointed him, when his agony 
in the garden threatened premature death. In 
his danger he ‘ offered up prayers and suppli- 
cations with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death, and was 
heard in that he feared.’ He fulfilled his obe- 
dience in the time and manner of his death.— 
It was the design that he should ‘ be lifted up,’ 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness; and-he carried it out ; and after he was 


nailed to the cross, it was not till every iota of 


the Scripture was accomplished, that he said, 
‘it is finished,’ and yielded up the ghost. 
H. 





Bible Notes—No. 2. 
Putney, Nov. 25, 1840. 

**Be ye not unequally yoked with unbelievers : 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unright- 
eousness ?” &c. 2 Cor. 6, 14. 

This, and the remaining verses of the chap- 
ter, insist upon the importance of being separate 
from the world. If two are yoked together, 
they must go one way; and if one is an unbe- 
liever, the influence of that one will probably be 
the strongest. All the ceremonies of the Jew- 
ish dispensation were calculated to excite enmi- 
ty between the Jews and Gentiles, and thus pro- 
duce seclusion on the part of the Jews. The 
necessity of being separate in externals is not 
enough considered by those who would be sep- 
arate in spirit. 

** Ye are the temple of the living God.” Ver. 16. 

The templeof God must be kept undefiled. The 
body is the outer court of this temple, and if we 
defile it, we provoke God to forsake his temple. 
Paul says elsewhere, ‘Know ye not that your 


body is the temple of the Holy Ghost ?? and ‘if 


any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy.’ We are often reminded that our bo- 
dies as well as spirits belong to God, exhorted 
to yield our bodies a living sacrifice, to keep our 
bodies under, &c. It has been remarked that 
the spirit may be called the parlor, and the bo- 
dy the kitchen. There is a door between, but 
not fastened. We feel the importance of keep- 
ing the parlor free from the devil’s influences, 
but tacitly acknowledge his right to the kitchen. 
Until he is expelled from the kitehen—driven 
out, and the vutside door locked, there is no real 
security from his intrusions. If men will yield 
their bodies to God, they secure the soul and 
spirit. 

‘* Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but 
that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made 
sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive 
damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow work- 
eth repentance to salvation not to be repented of : but 
the sorrow of the world worketh death.” 7: 9, 10. 

Godly sorrow is the mingling of the spirit of 
God with the spirit of man, so that a man can 
see himself with God’s penetration, and with 
God’s abhorrence of sin. This abhorrence will 
lead to the practical results mentioned in the 
next verse—carefulness, clearing of yourselves, 
indignation, fear, vehement desire, zeal, revenge. 
These results cannot be imitated successfully by 
those who have only worldly sorrow, though 
they may be so far imitated as for a time to de- 
ceivesome. The sorrow of the world, is fear of 
the consequences of evil, merely ; so that if sin 
could be separated from its consequences, such 
sorrow would be atanend. At this point, 
where the spirit of God convinces of evil, there 
is generally a great inclination to despondency. 
This inclination, if yielded to, will deprive us of 
God’s strength. Despondency—despair, is let- 
ting 
the devil’s weakness. 

The sth and 9th chapters refer principally 


go of God’s strength, and taking hold of 
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to the collections to be made among the saints, 
for the benefit of the poor. Here was probably 
the origin of the poor laws ; and of making col- 
lections among the more wealthy, for those who 
suffered need. As a practical system, it has 
been very much corrupted in later times. In 
the present state of things,the poor are swindled 
of what they can ill spare, to support agents and 
ministers in geod style; thus reversing Paul’s 
directions and God’s order. In these chapteys 
Paul makes boasting of them a means of their 
furtherance in the gospel. He speaks with great 
confidence of their further well-doing and com- 
mends them for the devotedness which he wish- 
ed them to attain, on the principle, ‘ Expect 
great things,’ ‘ Attempt great things.’ 





Home-Talk by J. H. N.---No. 121. 


(Rerortep ror THe CincuLar, June 25, 1852.) 
FORMS AND ESSENCES. 

The method of our experience, and of all 
progress in the world, indicates that Christ’s 
object is to train men to sagacity in following 
the predisposing influences of his spirit—to 
make them quick of perception in regard to 
spiritual tendencies and invitations. He does 
not now have to do with us personally, does not 
speak to us in a vocal way, as he did to the 
prophets of old. He is like a magnetizer 
who has made up his mind that he will 
compel his subject to do what he wants to 
have him do, and think what he wants to 
have him think, without speaking to him.— 
He sits down by his side, and puts his will up- 
on him silently, saying not a word, and perse- 
veres till he makes him act as he wants him 
to. Christ seems to have been at work in this 
way upon the world for nearly two thousand 
years. He is determined to make people sa- 
gacious and teachable under the simple influ- 
ence of his spirit, without requiring to be spo- 
ken to, and influenced by personal presence— 
to make people impressive to his spirit without 
language. There is no difficulty in the way of 
his giving the world definite communications 
as he did of old, if he chose. And evidently 
there would be nothing improper in so doing. 
But it is best on the whole, that the world 
should finally be made to learn the lesson now 
before them. It is best that the ultimate rela- 
tion of man to God should stand on the basis 
of spiritual sympathy, and not be dependent 
on personal presence or the medium of lan- 
guage in the least. This is the New Covenant. 
To bring into the field personal presence, mes- 
sages, language, &c., would have a great ten- 
dency to divert us from better objects. There 
is also something legal in that mode of dispen- 
sation; and Christ’s final government over 
men, is to be by spirit, and not by law. He 
said to Thomas after his resurrection, ‘* Be- 
cause thou hast seen, thou hast believed ; bles- 
sed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” We might say, God spoke to the 
old prophets in an audible, palpable way, and 
thus they discovered the truth ; but blessed are 
they that have discovered the truth by sympa- 
thy with the Spirit of God, without the direct, 
spoken communication of it. 

There is a very important principle involved 
in Christ’s announcement to his disciples, that 
it was expedient for them that he should go 
away, in order that the Comforter might come to 
them, ‘ who should guide them into all truth, and 
bring all things to their remembrance whatso- 
ever he had said unto them.’ His spirit, and 
teachings, and personal presence, were not suf- 
ficient. It was necessary that he should go 
away to make these agencies effectual. It is 
manifestly the providence of God to hold us 
to internal fellowship, and keep us pretty short 
in regard to external fellowship. The external 
will come some time, but it will not come till 
after we have done hankering for it. The 
Lord is very long in his patience, and perseve- 
ring in his policy. 

Do not lust after forms ; but covet essences. 
(rod will have to cure us of lusting after forms, 
if it takes ever so long. For, if you will con- 
sider it, you will perceive that it is the essence 
of heathenism. The heathen cannot put up 
with spiritual communication. They want a 
(rod that they can see and feel, and so they make 





for themselves images. They want a God that 
will talk to them: and thereupon a priesthood set 
up business. This lusting after forms is at 
work here in what is called a ‘ Christian land,’ 
nearly as much as it is in heathendom. It is 
one of the last things we shall be cured of. 
But we must get free from it, both in regard to 
our fellowship with God, and love of one an- 
other. We must worship God in spirit and in 
truth, and love one another in spirit and in 
truth—get rooted, and grounded, and estab- 
lished in essences, independent of forms; and, 
at the same time, preserve all true taste in the 
enjoyment of forms, and appreciate them in 
their true place 

The mark of Satan upon Swedenborgianism 
and the ‘ Rapping’ Philosophy, is their devo- 
tion to forms—their pandering to the greedi- 
ness of mankind for palpable communication 
with the spiritual world. It is desirable that 
we should have a true appreciation of forms, 
a taste and faculty for the enjoyment of them 
that is subdued, and in a virgin state of qui- 
escence. But if this taste or faculty is in an 
unsubdued, riotous state, it will breed fanati- 
cisms of all sorts. Herein lies the grand dis- 
tinction between true and false spiritualisms. 
The spiritual world offers itself to us in a two- 
fold way: by essences, and by forms: by its 
soul, and by its body: by influences that come 
to us as elements in which our hearts and 
minds can work, and by appearances and pal- 
pable communication. True spiritualism seeks 
the essences, the true elements, the soul of the 
spiritual world; and false spiritualisms fanati- 
cism, &c., seek the outside, visible forms, and 
manifestations to the senses. It is easzer to get 
at the forms than the essences. A lazy spirit 
can adopt this spiritualism of forms with much 
less difficulty than it can the spiritualism of es- 
sences, and for this reason: that it does not re- 
quire any work from the heart, any change of 
the life to deal with the ‘Rappings,’ to see 
sights, and hear mysteries. But in order to get 
the freedom of the spiritual world in its essen- 
ces, it is necessary to come into moral and 
practical sympathy with the character of God, 
Christ, and the saints. In order to feel 
them we must be like them, so that their life 
may enter into our susceptibilities. Spiritual- 
ism of essences requires a decided change in the 
formation of our spirits, We are under the 
necessity of being changed from glory to glory 
into the same image, before we can make any 
progress at all in acquaintance with the spiritu- 
al world, in this interior way. 

It is evident that the appearance of Christ, 
his incarnation, the visions and spiritual mani- 
festations connected with him and the apostles, 
excited a great demand for signs and miracles, 
and visible manifestations ; and it was the de- 
velopment of an unsanctified craving for such 
things, that constituted the wickedness of the 
world at the Second Coming. We, living after 
that time, and under the canopy of the spirit 
that was then developed, are in need of a spe- 
cial cure. The world has contracted a special 
disease since the time of Christ, the virus of 
which was generated at the Second Coming. 
The doctrine of the Second Coming, is the very 
thing to cure this disease. We have to believe 
it without signs, and from the simple words of 


Scripture. 


HOME-TALK—NO. 122. 
Rerortep Avevust 18, 1852. 
FAITH AND SIGHT. 

Sight is spoken of frequently in the 
Testament as opposed to faith. Paul 
‘¢ We look not at the things which are 
but at the things which are not seen; for the 
things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.” (2 Cor. 
4:18.) “Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
(Heb. 11:1.) Faith is opposed to confidence 
inoursenses. Unbelief is not so much positive 
rejection of interior truth, as it is engrossing at- 
tention to external objects. The habit of 
trusting external senses—sight for instance, 
which is the most voracious of the senses, (if 
I may be allowed the expression,) instead of 


New 
says, 
seen, 


faith—brings people into a brute state, where/ evidence of disease. Suppose a man has very 


they doubt all they cannot see. They say in 
their hearts, there is no God, because they can 
see none; and that there is no resurrection, 
no heaven, no angels, no immortality, because 
these things are all out of sight —beyond the 
reach of the external senses. 

It will be profitable and interesting to take up 
the subject of the sense of sight, and carefully 
look into the limitations of it—get at its real 
worth, and reduce it to its true position. And 
in the first place, we are perfectly sure that it 
does not report to us the most important facts 
of the material world. For instance, sight 
knows nothing about the air, and nothing 
about the most powerful fluids concerned in 
the operations of nature, as magnetism, elec- 
tricity &c.: and it is ignorant of most of 
the elements used in chemical combinations. 
All these things are invisible. Thus we per- 
ceive that the sense of sight is limited in its 
sphere, and that other senses are employed to 
discover things which are all-important to life 
and happiness. The sense of sight is not only 
limited, but it makes persons narrow-minded. 
Whoever trusts to sight has a contracted mind: 
he does not see one half of the universe, and 
knows nothing with certainty about that he does 
see. 

Sight deceives us in a thousand ways. 
instance, you cannot tell, by the sense of sight, 
whether an iron rod or shovel is hot or cold.— 
It may be almost red hot, and yet the sense of 
sight will tell you that it is safe to handle. 
You take hold of it, and by another sense 
find that it is hot. Thus you sce that the 
sense of sight does not always report the truth. 
The sense of sight tells you that the sun goes 
round the earth ; but the reverse of that is true 
So the sense 


For 


—the earth goes round the sun. 
of sight in its natural state, before it comes in- 
to connection with Christ, and into subordina- 
tion to the judgment and other faculties, is 
not only ignorant, but is itself a dupe, and 
makes dupes of those who trust it. In facet, 
to go back to the first elements in the matter, 
the sense of sight has to be modified by the 
judgment before it has any claim to be trusted. 
All objects are represented on the retina of the 
eye as though they were a plain surface— 
a level. Toaperson who has just recovered 
from blindness, there is no sense of distance— 
nothing but a mere picture on the eye. It is 
only as the jucgment comes in to correct and 
interpret that picture, that he discovers the 
distance and actual relations of objects.—— 
Thus, the sense of sight, on the one hand, 
reports only the grossest kinds of matter, and, 
secondly, it reports to us only the surface of 
those things it does take cognizance of, and 
knows nothing about the interior of any thing. 
It is a very poor witness, and it is most miser- 
able folly to let it get above its place, into a 
position where we rely upon it, 

What, then,-is the proper office and busi- 
ness of the sense of sight? I should answer, 
to furnish raw material to the other faculties 
for reflection,—-to be carefully considered, and 
finally converted by them into wisdom. 1t may 
be very useful in the way of giving you hints, 
and suggesting leading ideas, to be worked 
over by the other faculties. Seeing the outside 
of the universe may lead us to examine the in- 
side. But it will not do te be deceived by 
sight ; its green conclusions must be modified 
by the judgment. It is like an errand boy, 
who reports to you this, that and the other thing. 
You do not rely on what he says for absolute 
truth, but use your own judgment. You take 
what he reports to you, and make it quite use- 
ful in a secondary way, but it would be foolish 
to take his report in full. So we may say of 
sight, it is very useful in its place—which is an 
entirely secondary one. 

What we have said of the sense of sight, 
may, be properly applied to the senses as a whole. 
We lmve no right to trust one of our senses, 
We have no more right to trust feelings— 
including all pain and pleasure, material and 
spiritual, as the true representatives of princi- 
ples, than we have to trust the sense of’ sight. 





Feelings are no signs of the truth. Pain is no 


cold fingers : when the blood begins to circulate , 
they ache badly. He might think there was 
a terrible disease in them. But pain in this 
case is no evidence of disease. His fingers are 
simply affected by an external cause. So, like- 
wise, pain in the lungs or bowels is no evidence 
of disease ; it may be caused by a mere external 
influence. 

Tam thoroughly convinced that Paul was 
right when he said, ‘If any man think that he 
knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as 
he ought toknow.’ That is true of all feelings. 
They are not true reporters; ‘ they know noth- 
ing as they ought to know.’ Our highest wis- 
dom is to know that we know nothing, but that 
all true wisdom is of God, and comes to us 
through his Spirit. 

I am more and more pleased with Paul’s ex- 
pression in the following passage—it describes 
a great deal of my experience: ‘ I knew a man 
in Christ, -"* - (whether in the body, I can- 
not tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot 
tell: God knoweth; ) such an one caught up to the 
third heaven.’ (2 Cor. 12:2.) That is the kind 
of wisdom that seems to be growing in me more 
than any other. I continually find myself in 
positions where Zknow not whether this or that 
thing is true, but ‘God knoweth ;? and he, I 
trust, will conform my feelings to his judg- 
ment My senses are good for nothing by them- 
selves—their only business is to furnish spirit- 
ual material for thought, and to wait on God. 
So far as they can be reduced to this seconda- 
ry position, they are very useful. But if you 
can get nothing but the report of the senses, 
refuse to trust them. Whether they are truc 
or not, we cannot tell—‘ God knoweth.’ 

In thus discarding the wisdom of our sensex, 
we are perfecting the only reliable wisdom of 
the world. A wise man of the world does not 
trust appearances ; he is not carried away by 
shows; he knows that ‘‘ all is not -gold that 
glitters.”? We shall perfect that kind of wisdom, 
by trusting faith,and not sight,God and not man. 
‘Tf any man think that he knoweth anything, he 
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.’ 
No one is true and wise except God: and we 
shall become wise through faith in him—we 
shall perfect the wisdom of this world. For 
what makes a man wise in this world? It is 
searching deep into the interior of things, and 
refusing to put up with mere husks. And 
faith is certainly the consummation and perfec- 
tion of that kind of wisdom. 

You will all derive great benefit from heart- 
ily receiving and acting upon the principle, 
that we have no more right to trust our feelings, 
than our sense of sight. You will find it 2 
very practical principle. Suppose for instance, 
you feel sick, and are having a doleful time.— 
All that is a report of the senses of your old 
individual life; and itis no evidence of the 
truth as seen hy God—things may be going 
well with you, notwithstanding this parade of 
the feelings. To show how ignorant the sen- 
ses are—put your hand on a hot iron, and you 
will feel a pain ; put your hand on a door latch 
in a frosty morning and you will feel a similar 
sense of pain. The feeling is the same in both 
cases. Apparently the pain is caused in on 
instance by heat, and in the other by cold— 
but really both pains are produced by the same 
cause, namely, by the calorie which passes ¢- 
and from your hand. And it is impossible to 
tell which way the caloric passes by the sense 
of feeling. So if you feel a pain in your spirit. 
you cannot tell by your feelings whether life 
is passing owt, or into you. Take the case of 
cold fingers : they begin to ache when the blood 
begins to circulate in them. Here the pain 
oceasioned is a sign of resurrection, instead of 
death. So in the case of a drowned person : 
there is pain, when li’e begins to circulate in 
his body; but it is only a sign that some mis- 
chief has taken place, and he is reeovering 
from it. So with your spirit; distress is a sign 





} 








of weakness: and weakness, properly consider- 
ed, is an omen of strength: it attracts the 
spirit of Christ, which is strength itself. The 
believer can truly say with Paul, ‘ when I am 
weak, then am I strong.’ Pains and difficulties 
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are as likely to be signs of good, as of evil—of'| and criticise if they choose. 
If they report evil, we | a platform of business that we never shall have 


resurrection as death. 
have every reason to believe they lie to us. 

All worldly-wise people, those who are too 
wise to trust faith instead of sight, have a brute 
sense, that is made for destruction. In the 
words of Peter, they are ‘as natural brute 
beasts, made to be taken and destroyed.’— 
They are: fools : ‘ The fool hath said in his heart 
there is no God.’ Their instincts and percep- 
tions can no more be trusted than those of 
brutes. When a fish sees a worm before him, 
he says to himself, ‘ There is life in that morsel, 
and I mean to enjoy it.’ He is deceived by 
his sight: there is really death there—a hook 
is eoncealed under the bait. The men of this 
world are no wiser than the fish: their wisdom 
is foolishness. The wisest of them may be as 
shrewd as pickerel, and prosper for a time : but 
they get caught at last, and so are really no 
wiser than gudgeons. Men who make it the 
business of their lives to amass wealth, are 
tampering with bait as foolishly as the pickerel 
does. They see money, and say, There is life in 
it; it is good: and we mean to enjoy it. But 
they find out, after a while, that the devil’s hook 
was concealed in it, and that ‘death’s to pay!’ 

Gable~Talk, by 3. H. N.--No. 30. 
April 4, 1852. 
THE BUSINESS OF LIFE. 

What is‘ the chief endof man?’ The world 
answers, both theoretically and practically, ‘to 
That is the only answer we can 





make money.” 
draw from all we see going on around us. 
it is perfeetly plain to me, that in comparison 
with making money, we are now about the busi- 
ness of life, here at the table—that this is the 
more important business. Money is sought 
for the purpose of providing food and raiment. 
It is therefore a means, not an end; and the 
end, in any, case, is manifestly more important 
than the means. The enjoyment of food and 
raiment is therefore more truly the business 
of life than money making. Ss 

I do not say that eating and drinking, and 
the enjoyment of material things is the chief 
business of life. . It is only comparatively so. 
The chief end of man is to bear fruit wnto God, 
to live for God, to be, his bride, and bring 
forth fruit unto him, to make our souls and 
bodies profitable unto God, and be reproducers 
of his blessings in all our various faculties.— 
Eating and drinking, and enjoying the pleasures 
of the senses, are among the things for which 
we are made, in « subordinate and inferior de- 
gree. In other words, Love is the chief end of 
man—the worship of God in the heart ; sec- 
ondly, the worship of God in the social rela- 
tions; and, thirdly, the worship of God in all 
sensual enjoyments. What the world ealls the 
chief end of man, the business of money-ma- 
king, is the least important part of the business 
of life, only providing the means to the minor 
ends of life. — 


In a right state of things, the business of 
providing material for food and raiment and 
physical comfort, would be a very small affair. 
What would then have to be done? What had 
Adam and Eve to do when the earth brought 
forth bountifully, and they were not under the 
necessity of laboring? They must necessarily 
have had something to do. The real business 
of life was before them then. If we want to 
get a run of business which shall be truly the 
business of life—in which we can act in part- 
nership with Christ and the resurrection ehurch, 
and which will not need to be shifted—if we 
wish for an eternal occupation, which will be 
suitable to the platform of the three worlds, 
so that the angels of God, and the Primitive 
saints which are risen with Christ, and the souls 
of the blessed dead in Hades, can all join in it: 
we must seek it from above. That platform, 
whatever it is, will not be to make money. It 
will be much nearer eating and drinking. 

Let us find out the true business of life, and 
devote ourselves to it, and have respect e- 
nough for God, his platform, and the three 
worlds, to stick to our business, in spite of all 


But | ¥ 





Let us get on to 


to change ; that will be just as good for us a 
million years hence as it is now. We can do 
this. ‘The true business of life will be the 
same a million years hence, that it is now. 
I am tired of change in this respect ; and want 
something that is stable. I know we can find out 
the true business, not only of this life, but of 
that which is to come, and so make an end 
of time as separate from eternity. We are 
now living in eternity as truly as we ever 
shall be. Any eonception to the contrary is a 
delusion. 

The church and the world are virtually in 
the same position with respect to this matter. 
The world are always preparing to enjoy this 
life, and the church are all the time preparing 
to enjoy one hereafter. Neither the church 
nor the worldlings actually live in this life.— 
God made this earth for people to live upon. 
The song of the redeemed is, ‘ Thou hast made 
us kings and priests, and we shall reign on the 
earth.’ Our business is to live, and bear fruit 
unto God. 





Ge Betrer THAN you Seem.—It is a laborious life 
to lead, to be all the time trying to seem better 
than you are. You can save yourself all that 
trouble, by true faith in Christ. You can reverse 
that, and de better tnan you seem. That is a pre- 
cious state, to actually be better than you seem, so 
that the more you are known, the more it will be 
found out that you are good and beautiful—the 
more your character is exposed, instead of put- 
ting you to shame, will bring you to glory. This is 
possible for every one—no difficulty at all about it. 
Because if you put your trust in Christ, heartily and 
honestly, Christ in you is a great deal better than 
ou are, or can be in appearance, certainly for a 
good while to come. We should all be like bee-hives 
-—the inside sweeter and richer than the outside. 
In the judgment, the hives are all broken up, and the 
honey brought to light.—Home- Talk. 





Getring Insurep.—Jacob Barker, the quaker, 
hearing of the loss of one of his vessels, which he 
had omitted to get insured, wrote on Sunday to a 
broker with whom he had spoken on the subject, as 
follows :— 

‘* Dear Friend—If thee has not filled up the poli- 
cy which I bespoke on Saturday, thee need not, as I 
have heard from the vessel.” 

The broker, in fact, had not filled up the policy, 


>but presuming, from the tenor of Jacob’s note, that 


his vessel was safe, and tempted by what seemed to 
him a good chance to clutch his per centage with- 
out risk, he filled it up forthwith, and sent it to Ja- 
cob, with the assurance that it had been made all 
ready for him on Saturday. On Monday morning, 
the first thing that met his eyes on opening his 
newspaper, was the loss of Jacob’s vessel, which he 
had so wickedly insured on Sunday. Then also he 
discovered the cunning ambiguity of Jacob’s note— 
‘he had heard from the vessel !—Exchange Paper. 


~ CORRESPONDENCE. 


PRARAARDA. 














FROM NEW JERSEY. 
Newark, Aug. 24, 1852. 

—Our little company met last evening, 
(as we usually do once a week,) and truly 
Christ was in our midst to entertain and edify 
us. <A deep sense of growth, unity, and the 
revival spirit pervaded all our hearts. We are 
realizing more and more that our confession of 
Christ, and of the commencement of his reign 
in this city, and in the world, is no fietion, but 
a living reality. Our hope of success is not 
based on appearances, but on the purpose of 
God. He has begun a good work here, and we 
know he will continue it. A school is started 
here, where truth and love reign—where mu- 
tual criticism is welcomed, and the fruits are 
clearly manifest in the improvement of each 
and all. 
We believe that good’is pressing down upon 
us more than evil, and in fact, we are fast 
learning to shut our eyes and ears from seeing 
and hearing of evil: knowing as we do, that 
‘ the heavens do rule,’ and that our God is full 
of all goodness. One of our number remarked 
last evening that we needed to be wide awake, 
and very meek, in order to receive rightly and 
profitably all the good that is in store for us, 
and even now is being bestowed upon us in an 
interior way. How true itis, that the spirit 
of God—-his faith, hope, and love, are the 
greatest gifts we can have—far surpassing 
external prosperity. Yet we are assured that 
with this foundation, we shall possess all good 
things in due time. 
The Circular is rieh in blessing to us, We 
cannot fully express in words our gratitude 
for it, and our appreciation of it. ‘May we 
show by deeds that your labor is not in vain. 
My chief desire at present is, to let the peace 
of God rule in my heart—to yield my heart 
and mind to be kept by that peace ‘ which pass- 
eth understanding.’ I believe this state is 
the most pleasing to God, and most favorable 
to all kinds of improvement. Yours for the 


FROM VERMONT 
Putney, Aug. 31, 1852. 

—I will commence my letter by thanking 
God for the growing interest I feel in the cam- 
paign before us, which is to end in the subju- 

tion of the kingdoms of this world to Jesus 

hrist, its rightful Sovereign. The question 
often presents itself to my mind, how shall I 
be able most efficiently to co-operate with the 
church in bringing about this glorious result ; 
and the answer given me is—by offering myself 
‘a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.’ 

We have been very much interested lately 
in studying the character of Paul, as described 
in the third chapter of Philippians, and also in 
the Home-Talk, entitled ‘‘ Paui’s Definition of 
Faith.” We feel criticised when we look at 
Paul’s sincerity of faith ; yet we are not dis- 
couraged, but make it a means of inspiring us 
with new zeal in the cause of Christ and his 
coming kingdom. If the faith described in the 
article just mentioned was esssential to the sal- 
vation of the Primitive saints, it is certainly 
necessary to ours; and we can have it. The 
Christ who inspired them with such faith and 
holy enthusiasm, is the same now that he was 
then, and he is desirous of bestowing upon us 
the same rich gifts. And we may take horife 
to our hearts such language as this—‘‘ Ye are 
complete in him who is the head of all princi- 
pality and power.” ‘* The weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds ; cast- 
ing down imaginations, and every thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ. 

No. 43 of the Circudar has come to hand, 
containing the Theocratic Platform. We as 
a church recognize it as the embodiment of the 
principles of the kingdom of heaven, and shall 
rejoice to advocate and defend it before the 
world. The revolution is now begun, which 
must proceed till the sovereignty of Christ 
is not only established, but acknowledged 
throughout the world. J. L. B. 





Putney, August 25, 1852. 

—Thinking you will be glad to hear from 
me, I will write out at some length, what I 
have been passing through for the last few 
weeks. There seemed a gradual declining of 
my health after I left you; and my strength 
was quite prostrated. Something like influ- 
enza prevailed among us: it attacked me quite 
severely. I coughed very bad; and a high fe- 
verish excitement, with various other symptoms, 
which [ shall not stop to mention, seemed to 
threaten general dissolution, quite soon.— 
Whatever was the occasion of it, I am quite 
sure that for two or three days, I had a deathly 
feeling—a feeling of great exhaustion, that I 
had not experienced before. All the ima- 
ges and accompaniments of dying, especially 
the horrors of the grave, were continually for- 
ced before my mind. However, I was kept 
=“ and perhaps I was somewhat stupid.— 

n Thursday I said to Mr. W., about noon, ‘In 
future my life must be by faith ; for I am con- 
vinced that no change of external circumstan- 
ces, no administering of cordials, or medicines 
can effect the least to raise me up; if God 
has anything more for me to do, he can and 
will raise me.’ I spent the afternoon on the 
sofa in the parlor ; and just as they were ready 
for tea I perceived a change come over me, 
and in a moment I said to myself, ‘I feel bet- 
ter.’ I waited a little and then spoke out, ‘I 
am better, certainly.” It was so sudden and 
unexpected, that I could hardly believe it was 
so, or that it would last long ; but so it was, I 
continued to be better—went to my bed better 
—had a comfortable night—and was better in 
the morning ; all my death feelings and _pros- 
pects had vanished, and I have been better ev- 
er since. I am now as well (except a slight 
cough) as I have been any time since I came 
here. {£ cannot but receive it as one item, one 
movement toward resurrection life: as ‘ coming 
events cast their shadows before,’ it seems at 
least a shadow of what is before us. I feel 
that the confession of Christ is the seed of the 
resurrection : our hearts are the soil previously 
prepared by the grace of God; and if itis a 
plant of his planting, the dew, the rain, and 
the sunshine of his grace, will not be withheld ; 
and though it may be long in preparing to veg- 
etate and bear fruit, it will certainly bear fruit 
in his time. 
This experience makes me feel that instead 
of what we have often heard said, ‘ in the midst 
of life we are in death,’ I should believe that 
‘in the midst of death we are in life.’ What 
is still before me, I know not: all things will 
be made the occasions of glorifying God, and 
extending the free and full salvation of the gos- 
pel. Your sister in the faith and confession of 
Christ, P. Noyes. 


Fletcher, August 22, 1852. 
I feel an increasing interest in the nomina- 











influences tothe contrary. The world may laugh 


spirit of certainty. 


tion of Jesus Cl&ist for President, and wish 


that we may be in full sympathy with you on 
this subject. I was much interested in a re- 
mark made by a Methodist minister in Bakers- 
field last sabbath, as reported to me by one 
who heard him. A_ neighboring minister 
preached in the forenoon ; and at the close the 
minister of the place gave an exhortation. He 
remarked that people were wide awake in 
worldly business, and in polities; but he said 
that he should go for Jesus Christ for Presi- 
dent; and he advised them all to take the same 
ground at ouce. He said, the parties might 
hurrah for Scott, und Pierce, but he should 
hurrah for Jesus Christ, and go for his sover- 
eignty, if he stood alone. 

My heart is full while I write : I feel increas- 
ing love for, and union with you all, and also 
a growing interest in the paper, as the medium 
of a free gospel. 

When eleven years old, I experienced re- 
ligion. I then had a strong desire, and formed 
a purpose, to preach a free gospel; (for I 
thought that any one could be a preacher that 
wished to;) but I very much disliked the system 
of preaching for money. I find the same desire 
in me still, and I believe that desire will be 
satisfied. I shall take pleasure in doing what 
I can to support the press; and in that way 
I can help to preach a free gospel to the world. 
With much love, 1 am yours for the sovereign- 
ty of Christ, and a free gospel, 

Axsert Krnstey. 





FROM MARYLAND. 
Taneytown, August 23, 1852. 

—The more I study the doctrine of perfect 
holiness, the more I am confirmed in its truth 
and goodness. I have been much edified by 
the plain testimony and sound doctrine pub- 
lished by the Perfectionist brethren from time 
to time, in regard to satvation; andI am 
constrained once more to give my testimony 
in commendatior of the blessed truths of the 
gospel thus published to the world. 

The power and efficacy of Christ, as a phy- 
sician of the body as well as the soul, is cer- 
tainly a ground of rejoicing to all true believers. 
Why then should we fear ; who sincerely be- 
lieve in Christ, and who have committed our- 
selves to his keeping? He compares himself 
to a shepherd, and his people to sheep ; saying, 
‘I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep.’ ‘ My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me: and I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither ahall any pluck 
them out of my hand.’ Jno. 20: 11, 27, 
28. Again, he says, ‘ A stranger will they not 
follow : but will flee from him ; for they know 
not the voice of strangers.’ Here is a plain 
declaration that no strange leader or keeper 
will be known or listened to by those who be- 
long to the fold of Christ—He reigns over them 
and in them, and keeps the enemy from break- 
ing in and destroying the sheep. 

Many persons are ready to admit that Christ- 
ians ought to live without sin, and that this is 
the requirement and will of God ; but they de- 
ny the possibility of doing so previous to the 
death of the body. Thus they make God un- 
just in requiring more of his people than they 
can perform. Is not this inconsistent with the 
character of God and his holy word? But we 
have not so learned Christ ; neither so taught 
Paul his apostle to the Gentiles. He preached 
‘ Christ crucified,’ and ‘ risen,’ and insisted that 
believers, by being ‘ baptized into Christ, were 
baptized into bis death,’ and so became ‘ dead 
to sin,’ that they should not ‘live any longer 
therein ;,—‘ knowing this,’ says he, ‘that our 
old man is crucified with him, that the body of 
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we 
should not serve sin ;? but, ‘ that like as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in newness 
of life.’ 

As we have found ‘ the pearl of great prive,’ 
we are enabled at all times to go on. our way 
rejoicing. And though we are tempted and 
tried at times, we have no reason to be cast 
down or sad on that account, but rather to re- 
joice, inasmuch as we are in possession of over- 
coming grace, the life and power of Christ, suf- 
ficient at all times to resist the tempter, to 
keep our bodies under, and bring them into 
subjection to the will of God. As we know 
that ‘ greater is he that is in ws than he that is 
in the world,’ every temptation will only serve 
to advance our spiritual education, by affording 
us new lessons, and new proofs of the sufficiency 
of Christ, and making us more wise unto 
salvation. As our knowledge is increased, our 
bope is confirmed; so that we can say with 
Paul. ‘ whether we live, we live unto the Lord, 
and whether we die, we die unto the Lord; 
whether we live therefore, or die, we are the 
Lord’s.? Rom. 14: 8. P. Marx. 


Letters Received. 
C. Hamilton; T. Scott; M. J. Mead; J. Rich- 








ards; G. W. Robinson; A. C. Sears. 
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